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1. PURPOSE  
  

This memorandum clarifies the differences between Submitted samples and “Type” 
samples when conducting phytosanitary inspections for both U. S. Grain Standards Act 
(USGSA) grains and Agricultural Marketing Act (AMA) commodities. 

 
2.  BACKGROUND 

 
 Recently, FGIS has seen an increase in the number of applicants requesting phytosanitary 
 inspection service on the basis of a Submitted sample and on the basis of “Type” 
 samples.  Even though the two sample types are quite similar it is important to distinguish 
 the difference between them.  

 
4. SUBMITTED SAMPLES VS. TYPE SAMPLES 
  
 As stated in Directive 9180.35, phytosanitary inspection service is not available on the 
 basis of a Submitted sample service.  However service is acceptable on the basis of Type 
 sample.    
 
 a. Submitted Sample – A sample submitted by or for an interested person for official 
  inspection, other than an official sample.  The sample is generally identified as a  
  portion of the Lot or carrier.   
 
  Example:  5 pound bag of dried distiller grains, sampled by shipper, representing  
  a bulk container shipment; carrier ID 123xyz. 
 
 
 
 



 b. Type Sample – These samples are typically used by shippers to send to   
  prospective buyers.  It is a quantity that has been presented by or for an interested  
  person for official inspection.  The quantity is identified as the entire Lot and the  
  921-2 is issued accordingly.   
 
  Example:  5 pound bag of dried distiller grains representing itself, 5 pounds of  
  dried distiller grains.  

  
  1) Completing 921-2 
 
   a). Sublot Number/Carrier ID – enter the Sample ID 
 
   b) Quantity – enter total weight (grams/pounds) of type   
    sample.  
 
  2) Completing Certification  
 
   a)  Processed or Graded Commodities – issue a submit AMA   
    certificate.  Identify the sample as a “Type” sample in the Remarks 
    section. 
   
   b) Grains – issue a submit USGSA certificate.  Identify the sample  
    as a “Type Sample” in the Remarks section. 
     
   Note:  If official sampling is required, revert to Official Sample  
   Lot inspection and certify accordingly. 
 
5.  FILING INSTRUCTIONS  
 

File a copy of this memo with Directive 9180.35, Phytosanitary Inspection, until the 
directive is revised to include this change.  Field office managers must ensure that a copy 
of this memorandum is provided to official agencies operating within their circuit.  

 
6.  QUESTIONS  
 

Direct any questions regarding this policy to Robert Dorman, Policies, Procedures, and 
Market Analysis Branch, at (816) 659-8411 or email at Robert.J.Dorman@usda.gov.  
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Attachment 
 

Example FGIS 921-2 
for “Type” sample 

 

 


