UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

_jz 004 |

Inre: P&S Docket No.

)
)
)
Murray L. Edwards, )
)
)
)

Respondent Complaint
There is reason to believe that the Respondent named herein has willfully violated
the provisions of the Packers & Stockyards Act, 1921, as amended and supplemented (7

U.S.C. § 181 - 229) (Act), and, therefore, this Complaint is issued alleging the following:

L
(@) Murray L. Edwards, referred to herein as the Respondent, is an individual
whose business mailing address is his home address in the State of Florida. Respondent’s
address has been omitted from this Complaint in order to protect his personal privacy.
Complainant has provided Respondent’s address to the Hearing Clerk so that service can
be effectuated.
(b) At all times material herein, Respondent was:

1. Engaged in the business of buying and selling livestock in

commerce; and




2. Registered with the Secretary of Agriculture as a dealer buying and

selling livestock in commerce.

I
(a) By final order of the Secretary of Agriculture, issued on September 18,
1989, In re Murray L. Edwards, P&S Docket No. D-88-56, a copy of which is attached
hereto as “Exhibit A,” Respondent was ordered to cease and desist from failing to pay for
livestock purchases within the time period required by the Act.
(b)  Notwithstanding the prior Order of the Secretary in P&S Docket No. D-88-
56, Respondent has continued to fail to make payments for cattle purchases in accordance

with the requirements in section 409 of the Act (7 U.S.C. § 228b).

IIL

(a) On or about the dates and in the transactions set forth in the tabulation
attached as “Exhibit B,” incorporated by reference herein, Respondent failed to make
timely payment, as required by section 409 of the Act (7 U.S.C. § 228b), for $515,805.10
in livestock purchases from one individual seller and twelve auction markets.

(b)  In connection with the transactions listed in “Exhibit B,” Respondent issued
nine checks for $322,241.56 in livestock purchases that were returned unpaid by the bank
upon which they were drawn because Respondent did not have and maintain sufficient
funds on deposit and available in the account upon which such checks were drawn to pay

such checks when presented.




(¢)  Asof September 21, 2011, approximately $180,000 of the amount set forth

in paragraph Ili(a) above remained unpaid.

Iv.

By reason of the facts alleged in paragraphs II and III herein, Respondent has
willfully violated sections 312(a) and 409 of the Act (7 U.S.C. §§ 213(a), 228b).

WHEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that this Complaint shall be served on
Respondent for the purpose of determining whether Respondent has willfully violated the
Act. Respondent shall file an answer with the Hearing Clerk, United States Department of
Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250, in accordance with the Rules of Practice Governing
Formal Adjudicatory Proceedings Instituted by the Secretary Under Various Statutes (7
C.F.R. §1.130 et seq.; hereinafter the “Rules of Practice”). Failure to file an answer shall
constitute an admission of all the material allegations of this Complaint.

The Packers and Stockyards Program, GIPSA requests:

1. That unless Respondent fails to file an answer within the time allowed
therefore, or files an answer admitting all the material allegations of this Complaint, this
proceeding be set for oral hearing in accordance with the Rules of Practice governing
proceedings under the Aét.

2. That an order be issued requiring Respondent to cease and desist from the
violations found to exist, suspending Respondent’s registration under the Act, and

assessing such civil penalties as are authorized and warranted under the circumstances.



Charles E. Spicknall

Attorney for Complainant

Office of the General Counsel

United States Department of Agriculture
Regulatory Division

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Room 2320, South Building
Washington, D.C. 20250

Telephone: (202) 720-8564

Done at Washington, D.C.

this 30 day of Novembu 2011

L PO) -

Alan R. Christian
Deputy Administrator,
Packers & Stockyards Program




Exhibit A




. UNITED STATE3 DKUARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

BEFORE THE SECPETAPY OF AGRICULTURE

In re: P & 3. Docket No,

)

. )

. Murcey L. Edwards, ?
)

Respondant )

‘Thie pxoceeding was instituted under tha Packers and

Decia.i.on

Stockyards Act (7 U.S.C. § 181 st ssq.), hy a complaint filed by

the Administralor, Packers and Stocl:y'uda Administretion, Uvited

. 3tates Depactment of Agriculturs, allaging that the reapondent

wilfully vi.o].atad‘ ;;htl -Act. . ::l'-hi- 'didia.lon is eatarad pursuant to .
ti)e consent decision provisions of ths Bules of Practice
appl;enble to this proceéding (7 C.F.R. § 1.138).

Tha rsapondent admits the Jjurisdictional a)laqations in ‘
paragraph I of the complain: and specifically admits that the
Secxatary has j\_n:hdl.;:tl.on in this mattex, neithaxr admits nox
deniea tho remaining allegationg, waives oral hearing and fuxthex
procadure, and condants and agrses, for the purpose of settling
thin proceeding and for such purposs only, tu the nntrf of this
decision. '

The complainant agrees Lo the satxy of this decimion.

' rindings of Fact

1. wWuxrxey L. Edwerds, ﬁezglnnﬂ.nz refarxad Lo ad the
rmspondent, i an individusl whoss principal place. of business is

locatad at Lakelund, Floxids, and whnss businses mailing oddreny .
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iz 166 -Oak Square South, Lakeland, Florida 33803.
' 2.- The respondent, at all times ut.erial herein was:

(a) Engaged in the business of buying and selling
livestock in commerce for his own account and buying 1iv?stock in
commerce on a commission basis; and

(b) Registered with the Secretary of Agriculture as a

dealer to buy. and sell livestock in commerxce for his own account

..and as.a market agency. to buy-livestock in. comrco. on-a . . -

commission basis. .
Conclusions

The respondent having admitted the jurisdictional facts and
the parties having agreed to the entry of this decision, such
decision will be entersd. .

. Ordexr

Respondent Murray L. Edwards, his agents and employees,
directly ox th:ough any corporate or other device, in connection
.wit.h his businass operations nbjoct to the Packers and
Stockyards Act, shall ceass and desist from failing to pay, when
due, the full purchase price of livestock.

1 accordance with 7 U.S.C. § 221, respondent shall keep and
saintain accouni;a, recoxds and memoranda which fully and
correctly disclose the true nature of all transactions involved
in his business subject to the l’nc{:er‘s and Stockyards Act,
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‘including but not limited to:

(1) Canli‘l:'e and accurate copies of invoices, .accounts
“and bul.s'n. for all liveatock purchases;

'(2)  Scale tickets for all livestock purchased or sold

on 8 welght basis;
(3) Complete and af:cuntn copies of invoices, accounts ° »
" and billa for all livestock sold; |
. (4) Doposi.,t: ollps, bank statements, cancelled checks’
and dratu, and check stubs; .

(5) A xecoxd ot all accounts receivable and accounts
payable; . . )

(6) Complete and accurate copies of invoices, mccounts *
_and bills for expenses related to livestock which have besn '
purchased or sold by respondent;

(7) A liveatock purchase journal detailing each
liwestock purchase to show the pumber and weights of the
livestock, the prices paid, the éxpanses related to the purchase
and transportation of such livestock, sand the charges, if any,
made for buying or other sexvices ‘rendared;

(8) A livestock sales journal. datailing each livestock
nl. to show tha nusber snd weights of the 1ivestock, the prices

Teceived th.?.zq:, the expenses rxelated to the sale and
transportation of such livestock, and the charges, if any, for
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othsr services relating to such sale; and
9 Load make up sheets for all livestock sold on a
traasfer of ':upondcnt‘a purchase weights showing the souzce, '
nunber of !:oad and m.i.qt!t of each lot of liveatock making up tha ‘
load. .
Respondent may diapoae of accounts, ucord.s and memoranda .

relating to his operations subject to the Act after such

‘accounts, records_ and nmxmdahnn been retained for a period.

4. -ia®

of two full years, unless notified by the Ad-i.nhtratox: .in B
writing that specified records must be retained for a longer
period pepding the completion of sny investigation ox proceeding

The provisions o_t this order shall boce- affective on the
sixth day after. service of this order on the respondsnt.
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Exhibit B




US Department of Agriculture
Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration
Packers and Stockyards Program (P&SP)
Schedule of Fallure to Pay for Livestock {VE)
Entity Information
Invastigation Date Entity DBA Mailing Address m
J— Waeray L Edwards S ——.  ,.5; |
Purchasa / Harvest Date Seler's Name Purchasa Typa | Miber o uml . bvatn | Nt tnvoice N 'a:':" ‘:::: Ouabate | CheckDat | PHTOM lepgcknumber| | Check Date stk . —
Justments Returned Check Date
12722010 Abvin Futch Lve 2 $5,015.70] $1200] $5003.70 No 1252010 1211072010 Check 4190 $5003.70] 182011 $5.003.70 Unpeid 157-150
12132010 Arcacia Stackyard Uve ® $8,834,08 wz‘ 8088123 No 121142010 Chack “n $0,881.33 Unpeld 180-171
121152010 Arcacka Stackysrd Uve 108 $51,307.22] 0sais] 5165740 Mo 12102010 Check a2n 351,057.40] Unpeid 172-100
12142010 Catlemen's Livestock Liv “ $22,351.30 $31578 mm.;L No 121572010 Chack os 22,007 08 Unpekd 191205
1271472010 Dixie Livestock Lve ") $44,585.04 $315.64 su,muL No 121572010 Check 207 $44,900.68 Unpeid 20820
121142010 Frankin County Livestock Uve «© $2,116.34 $18121] $227755] Mo 121572010 Check 208 2227755 Unpeld 242
12132010 Hardes Liveglock Live s $16,187.55 $119.32] $15,30887] Mo 127142010 Check 4195 $18,306,87 Unpeld 240-253
121572010 [Moulrie Livestock Live 15 s7.sac2ar w;s] 77413 N 27182010 | 121162010 Check 4215 $7.734.13) 1722011 $7.734.13 Unpeld 254283
12152010 North Floride Livestack Live “ s1n.7u.1s| s13406] $1991581]  Yes 7 | 12200 Check 214 $19,015.81 Unpaid 264-267
1282010 {Oksachoboe Livestock Liva 185 $72,807.27 48387l $73091.14]  Yes 7 | 1232010 | 12102010 Chack 4188 sl 1ot | sTaoeL4 Ungekd 288209
12712010 Oksechobee Livestock Live 192 $85,762.95 $578.85) 38534180  Yes 7 | 12n4n010 12182010 Check “an $86,341.80] o1 | sees1.80 Unpeid 300-320
12A2010 Oksechobes Livetock Lve 126 &ss.mnsr $378.75| $55.75680]  Yes 7 | 12207010 | 12n14m2010 Check aw? sss,7s6.80f 17011 | 35575480 Unpeid 221340
12142010 Okeectobea Livectock ve n 2671 .:z] $21203| $32.83425| Yes t | w2210 | 12182010 Chock 4204 s12.88425| 172011 | sazmes2s Unpaid 341-358
12142010 Pulaski County Stockyard Live 57 m.uusl s18158) 2731403 Mo 121872010 | 12152010 Check an 52731403 182011 | $27.31403 Unpaid 359-37¢
121132010 South Central Uvestack Liva 20 $13,358.75 $9492] $1345167) Mo 12142010 | 121472010 Check 200 $13451.670 142011 | $13.451.87 Unpeld 77382
12/1872010 Justin Yurner (Sumter County Livestock) {Live “ $20,523.60 s140.44| s200640¢ Mo 12172010 | 1211772010 Check 4218 $20884.04) 123172010 | s20,084.04 Unpeid 393400
121472010 Thomas Coundy Stockyards Live 24 $12.508.05 sas.48| $12,503.51 No 1211572010 Check < $12,59.51 Unpeid 401415
1,125 | SSISA05.0)  S38659] 351044179 3510 441.79) $122.241.58




