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1 Decision and Order 

This is a reparation proceeding under the Packexs and Stockyards Act, 1921, (hereinafter 

“Act”), as amended and supplemented, begun by a complaint filed on August 4,1995, alleging 

that respondent Bob Crouch (hereina& respondent crouch) purchased 86 cattle on a 

commission basis for complainant Grage at responds Joplin Regional Stockyards, Inc., and in 

addition to cbargiq complainant $.75/cwt., buying commission, also marked up the pwcbase 

price $3.00&t. The amount claimed was $2,433.58. 

A copy of the complaint and a copy of the investigative report prepared by the Grain 

Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration of this Department, and filed in this 

proceeding under the rules of practice were served on each respondent and on the complainant. 

Find&s of Fact 

1. Complainant Grage is an individual residing at 44787 230th Street, Remsen, Iowa 

5 1050. 

2. Respondent Crouch is an individual whose mailing address is P.O. Box 8092, 

Springfield, Missouri 6580 1. 
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3. vent Joplin is a corporation whose mailing address is P.O. BOX 363, 

Ca&age,l&souri 64836. 

4. OnMay8,1995,in~~respondentcrouch~~ 

respondti Joplin, 86 cattle on a market agency ( commh&m) basis for complainant Gfage. 

5. Resp~ndti Crow& ia addition t0 chfgiq axnplainant Gmge au agreed S.75/cv& 

buyingco mmissioq also, without the lamwiedge of ampkant Gragq marked up the purchase 

price of the cattle $3.OO/cwt., resulting in injury to complainant G-age in the amount of 

$2,433.X 

6. Complainant &age found out about the $3.OO/cwt., mark up in price of the cattle on 

about July 20,1995, when he obtained, from respondestt Joplin, documentation concerning the 

purchase of the cattle. 

7. On August 4,1996, complainant Grage filed a reparation complaint in the amount of 

Q433.58 against respondents Crouch and Joplin. 

8. The complaint was filed within 90 days of the date of the tmnsxtion. 

9. A copy of the complaint and investigative report were served on respondent Joplin on 

January 30,1996. 

10. A COPY of the complaint and investigative report were mailed to respondent Crouch 

by certified mail on January 24,1996, and was returned by the Post Office Department on March 

11, 1996, marked “unclaimed.” 

11. On March 20, 1996, the complaint and investigative repot-t were re-rnded to 

respondent Crouch, by regular mail, on which date service is deemed to have been made. 
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12. Respondent Joplin fled an - to the complaint on February 20,1996, denying 

having m f?orn the markup in price. HDWWS, respoladens Jqb having @d complainant 

~rage s~,mo.oo of the ~$433.58 amount &me& Ieaving an unpsid baIan+x ofSl,l83.58. 

13. RespondentCrouchdidnotfileananswertothe~mp~ 

Respondent Joplin indicates in its (UIswef that it had no knowledge of the $3.OO/cwt., mark 

up in addition to the $.75/cwt., co mmission charged by respondent Crouch and paid by 

complainant Grage. However, the operator of respondent Joplin said “to keep my name clean I 

would send him a check for %1,250.00.” 

Respondent Joplin has paid complainant Grage $1,250.00 (51.36%) of the Q433.58 

amount claimed. We can find no b&is for liability in this matter as to respondent Joplin and the 

complaint should and will be dismissed against respondent Joplin. 

In addition, the f&lure of respondent Crouch to file an answer in this matter constitutes a 

default. Under Rule 6(d) of the rules of practice (9 C.F.R 5 202.106 (d)), a respondent who fails 

to file an answer is deemed to have admitted all of the allegations of the complaint, and to have 

consented to the issuance of a final order in the proceeding. Therefore, based on the facts of this 

matter as found above, we hold that respondent Crouch is liable to complainant for reparation in 

the entire amount of $2,433.58 with interest. 
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Wrthin 30 days of the date of this order, respondeat Bob CKBU& shaSl pay to complainant 

LeeGrage~433~8togetherwithinterestthereonattherateofteapercent(loo/r)~per 

hm June 1,1995, until paid. 

Copies of this Order shall be served on the parties. 

Done at Washington, D.C. 

APfM91w7 

JudicialOBicer 
Of&e of the Secretary 


