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GIPSA’s Grain Inspection Advisory Committee Elects New Chair 
 

WASHINGTON, July 12, 2013 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Grain Inspection, 
Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) Grain Inspection Advisory Committee 
(Advisory Committee) met June 18-19, 2013, at GIPSA’s National Grain Center in 
Kansas City, Mo.  Tammy L. Basel, Union Center, S.D., was elected Vice Chair, and will 
succeed current chair Paul Lautenschlager, Beach, N.D., in 2014.   

 
The Advisory Committee consists of 15 members from all aspects of the grain industry 
appointed by the Secretary of Agriculture to advise GIPSA on the administration of the 
Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS).   The Advisory Committee meets periodically 
to review the status of FGIS’s on-going programs, and offers guidance on initiatives 
underway to address grain marketing needs.   
 
FGIS staff reported completion of two Advisory Committee previous resolutions – the 
implementation of Unified Grain Moisture Algorithim (UGMA)-compatible moisture 
meters and establishment of a Sorghum Odor reference sample.  The Advisory 
Committee asked FGIS to assess whether multiple models of other official inspection 
instruments are feasible.  It also asked FGIS to pursue use of water- based mycotoxin test 
kits in the official inspection system.   
 
FGIS staff briefed the Advisory Committee on a pilot program that assesses grain 
inspector accuracy; inspection methods being developed for wheat and rice; and changes 
recently made to user fees for inspection, grading, and weighing.  Staff also briefed the 
Advisory Committee on market reaction to USDA’s on-going investigation of a small 
number of volunteer wheat plants found in an Ore. field that have tested positive for 
genetically engineered (GE) glyphosate-resistant wheat. 
 
GIPSA’s FGIS facilitates the marketing of U.S. grain and related agricultural products by 
establishing standards for quality assessments, regulating handling practices, and 
managing a network of Federal, State, and private laboratories that provide impartial, 
user fee funded official inspection and weighing services. For more information about 
FGIS, please go to:  www.gipsa.usda.gov. 
 


