
United States Department of Agriculture

AMA Cooperator Fees

GRAIN INSPECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

BOB LIJEWSKI

DIRECTOR

FIELD MANAGEMENT DIVISION

NOVEMBER 4,  2014



United States Department of Agriculture
Grain Inspection Advisory Committee, November 2014

AMA Background
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 Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (AMA)
 FGIS administers and enforces inspection and 

standardization activities 
 Rice, pulses, lentils, and processed grain products (e.g., flour 

and corn meal) as well as other agricultural commodities.  

 Services under the AMA are performed upon request 
on a fee basis for domestic and export shipments 
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AMA Background
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 Services performed by:
 FGIS employees;
 Individual contractors; 
 States or private Official Agencies under cooperative 

agreements

 FGIS has 41 agreements with States and private 
agencies 
 provide sampling services
 inspection services 

 miscellaneous processed commodities, graded commodities, or 
rice under the AMA
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Current AMA Co-op Agreement Structure
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 States:  10% of total fees collected and remitted to GIPSA 
on a quarterly basis.

 Private Agencies: various arrangements and set fees with 
a remitted of fees to GIPSA on a monthly basis: 

$0.011 – Phytosanitary inspection, Aflatoxin, and weighing
$0.055 – AMA Services
$3.50 – Sanitation and stowage examinations
$5.50 – Aflatoxin testing
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 Replace current fee structures with a standardized 4% of 
revenues collected under the AMA Fee Schedule
 excludes mileage, per diem, taxes, and mailing costs.

 New structure applies to all States and Private Agencies, 
with one exception.

 GIPSA fees will be remitted monthly for all States and 
Private Agencies.

 Change effective January 1, 2015.
 GIPSA will review the standardized rate every 3 years along 

with the agreements.

Revised Structure
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Anticipated Effect on OAs
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 Data represents 3 quarters of FY14 AMA cooperator fees and proposed change on same data
 13 Private and 3 States participated in the survey by provide monthly AMA billing information
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 Stowage Examination
Current $3.50
Proposed change $0.62 (Fee Schedule $15.50/ea *4%)

 Phytosanitary Inspection (4 containers an hour)
Current $0.44 ($0.011/mt * Container 20.04 mt * 4 containers)
Proposed change $2.49 ($7 unit * 4 containers + hourly $34.20 *4%)

Examples of Private Agency Fee Change
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Thank you!


