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SUBJECT:  Revised DON Testing of Corn to a sublot basis, and Supplemental Testing 

certification options. 
 
ORIGINATING OFFICE:  Policies, Procedures, and Marketing Analysis Branch (PPMAB) 
 
1. PURPOSE 
 

This memorandum provides changes to DON testing procedures to include corn as a 
grain tested on a sublot basis (first), and composite samples analysis as an additional test.  
Revised supplemental testing certification options are included. 
 

2. BACKGROUND 
 
The increased incidence of DON reported by GIPSA’s National Inspection System in  
corn crop continues to be of concern.  Certain areas of the Corn Belt have experienced 
DON results that exceed the maximum test kit conformance limit of 5 parts per million 
(ppm).  
 
GIPSA’s Technical Services Division (TSD) and PPMAB review and amend test 
procedures to reflect market and industry trends ensuring accurate and reliable test 
results.  To further enhance DON testing of corn, PPMAB is changing the options for 
Official Sample-Lot Service to include DON testing of corn for unit trains and export 
shiplots as a grain tested on a sublot basis (first), consistent with wheat and barley, and on 
a composite basis for other grains.  Additionally, to improve certificate integrity, all test 
results (required sublot testing and supplemental testing) will be required to be reported 
on the same certificate.   
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3. NEW PROCEDURES 
 
 The following highlighted changes to the DON Handbook Section 1.5 Testing Services 

page 1-4 b., b. (2) and b. (3), and page 1-5, b. (4) will be included in the next revision of 
the DON handbooks.  All field office and official service providers are to implement 
these changes upon receipt and per applicant request. 

 
 b. Official Sample Lot Service. 
 

Analysis based on an official sample obtained and analyzed by official 
personnel.  
 
(1)  Single lot inspection.  

 
Samples may be obtained and tested on either an individual carrier basis or 
a composite sample basis (maximum of five railcars or fifteen trucks per 
composite sample).  

 
(2)  Unit train inspection under the CuSum Loading Plan.  

 
Unit trains are analyzed on a sublot basis for wheat, barley and corn, and 
on a composite basis for other grains.  Acceptable sublots must conform to 
contract specifications when "maximum" limits are specified.  

 
For unit trains, the sublot size for DON testing and for grade analysis may 
be different. For example, an applicant may request grade analysis on the 
basis of a sublot containing two cars and request DON analysis on the 
basis of five cars. 

 
The maximum size sublot for DON testing is five railcars for unit trains 
consisting of less than 200,000 bushels, or less than 50 cars.  For unit  
trains consisting of 200,000 bushels or more, or 50 railcars or more, the 
maximum sublot size is ten railcars.  

 
(3)  Export shiplots.  

 
Export shiplots are analyzed on a sublot basis for wheat, barley, and 
corn, and on a composite basis for other grains. Acceptable sublots must 
conform to contract specifications when "maximum" limits are specified. 

 
The testing frequency for shiplot grain will be the same as the sample for 
grade analysis unless the applicant specifically requests DON analysis on 
the basis of a component sample.  
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(4)   Supplemental Testing. 

 
Upon request by applicant, supplemental testing may be performed as 
follows: 
 
Composite samples may be analyzed in addition to the sublot test for 
wheat, barley, and corn on shiplots or unit trains. 
 
Certification of sublot and composite sample analysis on grains that 
require sublot basis testing (wheat, barley and corn) must be certified 
on the same official certificate. 
 
Note:  See DON Handbook, Chapter 4 Certification, Section 4.4 
Approved Statements, (3) Additional Statements, (d), for an example 
of certification statement options. 
 

(5)   Alternate Testing. 
 

Upon request, alternate testing methods may be used, provided that the 
minimum testing requirements are met. Examples of alternate testing 
include:  
 
(a) Sublot testing may be used instead of composite sample analysis 

for grains routinely tested on a composite basis. 
 

(b) Grain shipments may be tested on a component sample basis in 
lieu of the sublot basis under the provisions of Book III, Inspection 
Procedures. Components are combined and averaged to determine 
the sublot result. 

  
(c) Component samples will not be designated as a material portions 

due to DON because the FDA has not established action limits at 
this time. Acceptable quality will be based on the sublot result as 
compared to the contracted "maximum" specification. 

 
c. Warehouseman Sample-Lot Inspection Service.  

 
Analysis based on an official sample obtained by a licensed warehouseman 
sampler and analyzed by official personnel. 

 
4. FILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 Please file a copy of this policy bulletin with DON Handbook dated April 13, 2009, until 

revisions are made include these changes.  Field office managers must ensure that a copy 
of this memo is provided to all official agencies within their geographical service area. 
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5. QUESTIONS 
 

Direct any questions concerning this policy to Carl Jackson, Policies, Procedures, and 
Market Analysis Branch, at (202) 720-8286 or email at carl.jackson@usda.gov. 


