
Clifford F. Dance, Jr. and Mike Whitfield, doing business as Gowan Stockyards are 
Assessed a Civil Penalty In the Amount of $14,000  
 
  
WASHINGTON, July 7, 2009 - On June 25, 2009, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Grain 
Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) entered into a decision by reason of 
consent with Clifford F. Dance, Jr. (Dance) and Mike Whitfield (Whitfield), doing business as 
Gowan Stockyards, Kosciusko, Mississippi. 
 
  
Dance and Whitfield have been ordered to cease and desist from: 
 
  

 failing to reimburse their custodial account in a timely fashion; 

 failing to maintain their custodial account in strict conformity with the regulations; and 

 using funds received from the sale of consigned livestock for any purpose other than 
payment to consignors and payment of lawful marketing charges. 

 
  
They have also been assessed a civil penalty in the amount of $14,000. 
 
  
Dance and Whitfield are registered with the Secretary of Agriculture as a market agency to buy 
and sell livestock in commerce on a commission basis and as dealers to buy and sell livestock in 
commerce for their own account. Gowan Stockyards is a posted stockyard subject to the 
provisions of the Packers and Stockyards (P&S) Act, located in Kosciusko, Mississippi. 
 
  
The P&S Act is a fair trade practice and payment protection law that promotes fair and 
competitive marketing environments for the livestock, meat, and poultry industries. 
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