GIPSA Settles Six Cases Resulting in $18,875 in Civil Penalties

WASHINGTON, March 27, 2009 - The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Grain Inspection,
Packers and Stockyards Administration's (GIPSA) enforcement rules provide a mechanism to
quickly resolve violations of the Packers and Stockyards (P&S) Act. GIPSA may offer an
alleged violator the option of waiving their right to a hearing and entering into a stipulation
agreement to quickly resolve alleged violations.

GIPSA recently settled six cases resulting in $18,875 in civil penalties.

o Dan Selle, dba Selle Livestock, Billings, Montana, waived his right to a hearing, entered
into a stipulation agreement, and paid a penalty of $1,625 after GIPSA found that he
failed to pay for livestock purchases in a timely manner.

e Randolph Packing Company, Inc., Asheboro, North Carolina, waived its right to a
hearing, entered into a stipulation agreement, and paid a penalty of $10,000 after GIPSA
found that it failed to equip a scale with a printing device and deducted tare in excess of
average trolley weight.

e John J. Cranston, dba Cranston Cattle Company, Colby, Kansas, waived his right to a
hearing, entered into a stipulation agreement, and paid a penalty of $1,500 after GIPSA
found that he failed to pay for livestock purchases, failed to pay for livestock purchases in
a timely manner, and issued checks for livestock purchases without having sufficient
funds to cover checks when presented.

« David C. Emmons, Ripley, Ohio, waived his right to a hearing, entered into a stipulation
agreement, and paid a penalty of $2,250 after GIPSA found that he failed to pay for
livestock purchases in a timely manner.



o Clay Bickford and Tony Seubert, dba Lewiston Livestock Market, Inc., Lewiston, Idaho,
waived their right to a hearing, entered into a stipulation agreement, and paid a penalty of
$750 after GIPSA found that they overcharged on brand commission, gave discounts to
one consignor on the cattle commission, and increased horse commission without
changing posted tariff.

o Thomas Cattle Buying Services, Inc., Williston, Florida, waived its right to a hearing,
entered into a stipulation agreement, and paid a penalty of $2,750 after GIPSA found that
it failed to pay for livestock purchases in a timely manner.

The P&S Act is a fair trade practice and payment protection law that promotes fair and
competitive marketing environments for the livestock, meat, and poultry industries.
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