GIPSA Assesses United Producers, Inc. a Civil Penalty of $96,000

WASHINGTON, June 29, 2007 - The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Grain Inspection,
Packers and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) entered into a consent decision with United
Producers, Inc. (UPI), Columbus, Ohio on June 1, 2007. UPI has been ordered to cease and
desist from creating false or misleading records and was assessed a civil penalty of $96,000.

The consent decision resolves charges that were filed on March 12, 2007, in which GIPSA
alleged that UPI:

o Created false or misleading records for the purpose of providing short-term financing to
another company, United Livestock Services LLC, which was in the business of
purchasing, managing and selling cattle for investors;

o Documented fictitious cattle purchases and sales; and

o Engaged in deceptive business practices in which purchasers of cattle were unable to
locate the animals.

UPI is a cooperative registered with the State of Ohio; buys and sells livestock in commerce on a
commission basis; and is registered as a dealer and as a market agency.

The P&S Act is a fair trade practice and payment protection law that promotes fair and
competitive marketing environments for the livestock meat, and poultry industries.
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