
USDA Revises Soybean Standards 
 
  

WASHINGTON, Sept. 6, 2006 - The USDA Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration is 
revising the United States Standards for Soybeans to change the minimum test weight per bushel (TW) from 
a grade determining factor to an informational factor. 
 
  

As an informational factor, TW will be reported on official certificates unless requested otherwise. Upon 
request, soybean test weight will not be determined or reported on the official certificate. 
 
  

USDA also is changing the reporting requirements for TW in soybeans from whole and half pounds with a 
fraction of a half pound disregarded to reporting to the nearest tenth of a pound. The reporting 
requirements for test weight in canola also are being clarified. 
 
  

According to GIPSA administrator James Link, these changes will further help to ensure market-relevant 
standards and grades and clarify reporting requirements. 
 
  

The revised standards will become effective on September 1, 2007. 
 
  

Technical information contact: Becca Riese, (202) 720-4116; e-mail Rebecca.A.Riese@usda.gov.  
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