
Consent Decision Reached in GIPSA's Case Against Valley Pride Pack, Inc. and Frederick R. 
Stewart 
 
  

WASHINGTON, March 9, 2006 - On January 30, 2006, USDA's Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards 
Administration reached a consent decision against Valley Pride Pack, Inc., Norwalk, Wisconsin, and Frederick 
R. Stewart, Tomah, Wisconsin. 
 
  

The consent decision follows an April 14, 2003, administrative complaint filed by GIPSA against Valley Pride 
and Stewart. The complaint alleged that Valley Pride and Stewart purchased livestock and failed to pay, 
when due, the full purchase price of such livestock; as of May 21, 2002, there remained a total of 
$182,127.70 unpaid for livestock purchases; and Valley Pride, under the direction, management and control 
of Stewart issued checks in purported payment for livestock, which were returned unpaid by the bank upon 
which they were drawn because Valley Pride did not have and maintain sufficient funds on deposit and 
available in the account to pay the checks when presented. 
 
  

Valley Pride and Stewart were ordered to cease and desist from issuing checks in payment for livestock 
purchases without maintaining sufficient funds on deposit and available in the account upon which the 
checks are drawn; failing to pay, when due, the full purchase price of livestock; and failing to pay the full 
purchase price of livestock. 
 
  

Valley Pride and Stewart were also ordered to keep records that fully and correctly disclose all transactions 
involved in their business subject to the Packers and Stockyards (P&S) Act including, but not limited to, live 
cattle inventory, invoices and payment receipts for live cattle and/or meat sales, financial reports, and 
balance sheets. 
 
  

Valley Pride and Stewart were assessed a civil penalty of $80,000, for which they are jointly and severally 
liable.  
 
  

The P&S Act is a fair trade practice and payment protection law that promotes fair and competitive 
marketing environments for the livestock, meat, and poultry industries. 
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