
Aire Alto Cattle Corporation Subject Of GIPSA Complaint And Consent Decision 
 
  
WASHINGTON, Oct. 21, 2004 - On July 23, 2004, GIPSA filed a complaint against Aire Alto 
Cattle Corporation (Aire Alto) of Clovis, N.M. Aire Alto is engaged in the business of buying 
and selling livestock in commerce for its own account, and is a registered dealer subject to the 
requirements of the Packers and Stockyards Act (P&S Act.)  
 
  
GIPSA alleged that Aire Alto had issued checks in payment for livestock that were returned 
unpaid because Aire Alto failed to keep and maintain sufficient funds in the account on which 
the checks were drawn. As of April 7, 2003 a balance of $1,055,870.64 remained unpaid.  
 
  
On Sept. 15, 2004, a consent decision was reached against Aire Alto and Susan C.E. Carter. Aire 
Alto and Susan C.E. Carter were ordered to stop issuing checks without maintaining sufficient 
funds in the account on which the checks were drawn, to pay, when due, for the full purchase 
price of livestock, and to pay the full purchase price of livestock.  
 
  
Aire Alto was suspended as a registrant for a period of five years. After serving 630 days of the 
suspension, Aire Alto may apply to the Packers and Stockyards Programs to have a supplemental 
order issued if circumstances warrant terminating the suspension. Susan C.E. Carter was ordered 
not to register or apply for registration under the P&S Act in any manner whatsoever. 
 
  
The P&S Act is a fair trade practice and payment protection law that promotes fair and 
competitive marketing environments for the livestock, meat, and poultry industries. 
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