GIPSA APPROVES VICAM DON TEST KIT

Washington, D.C. (June 27, 2002)-The USDA Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration
(GIPSA) today approved the DON FQ Test Kit, marketed by VICAM, for deoxynivalenol testing in the official
grain inspection system.

Deoxynivalenol, or DON, is a toxin produced by a mold and can be present in wheat, barley, corn and other
grains. Approval of this test kit expands the choice of DON test kits available to the official inspection
system.

GIPSA approved the official use of the DON FQ Test Kit to determine deoxynivalenol in wheat, barley, malted
barley, oats, and corn.

GIPSA administrator Donna Reifschneider said that GIPSA's evaluation of this test will help the grain
markets make more informed decisions about the grain being bought and sold.

Technical information: Timothy Norden, GIPSA Technical Services Divisions, 816-891-0470, or by e-mail at
Tim.D.Norden@usda.gov.
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