
RAVENNA LIVESTOCK, INC. AGREES TO SETTLE GIPSA'S COMPLAINT 
 
  

WASHINGTON, Feb.12, 2002 - On Jan. 4, 2002, Ravenna Livestock, Inc. and Ronald Lamoreaux, of Belding, 
Mich. entered into a consent decision with the Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration 
(GIPSA) to settle a complaint issued by GIPSA on Sept. 20, 2000. Ravenna was registered under the 
Packers and Stockyards Act (P&S Act) as a market agency buying and selling livestock in commerce on a 
commission basis, and as a dealer.  
 
  

Lamoreaux was responsible for the direction, management, and control of Ravenna. Lamoreaux admitted to 
the jurisdictional allegations of the complaint. He has waived an oral hearing, and consented and agreed, for 
the purpose of settling this proceeding, to the entry of this decision.  
 
  

Under the terms of the decision, Ravenna and Lamoreaux have agreed to stop: (1) engaging in business 
subject to the Packers and Stockyards Act while Ravenna's current liabilities exceed its current assets; (2) 
failing to maintain the "Custodial Accounts for Shippers' Proceeds" in strict conformity with applicable 
provisions of the regulations issued under the Packers and Stockyards Act; (3) using funds received from 
the sale of consigned livestock for purposes of his own or for any purpose other than payment to consignors 
of the amounts due from the sale of livestock and the payment of lawful marketing charges; (4) issuing 
checks to consignors of livestock sold on a commission basis without maintaining sufficient funds on deposit 
and available in the account for payment; (5) failing to remit, when due, the net proceeds due from the sale 
of livestock on a commission basis. 
 
  

The order suspends Ravenna and Lamoreaux as registrants under the Act for a period of 5 years and 
thereafter until they have demonstrated that Ravenna is solvent and the shortage in the custodial account 
has been eliminated. The order may be modified to permit Lamoreaux to be employed by another registrant 
or packer after the expiration of a two-year period of suspension, and upon demonstration of circumstances 
warranting a modification of the order. 
 
  

Ravenna Livestock, Inc. ceased operations and filed for bankruptcy May 8, 1998. The terms of this consent 
decision pertain to the operations of Ronald Lamoreaux and Ravenna Livestock, Inc., and not the successor 
entity, Ravenna Livestock, LLC. 
 
  

The Packers and Stockyards Act is a fair trade practice and payment protection law that promotes fair and 
competitive marketing environments for the livestock, meat, and poultry industries.  
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