
USDA To Host Media Town Hall With Under Secretary 
 
  

Press Advisory 
 
  

William T. Hawks, the United States Department of Agriculture’s Under Secretary of Marketing and 
Regulatory Programs, cordially invites you to meet with him to discuss food safety and other agricultural 
issues.  
 
  

Hawks’ was appointed as the under secretary of marketing and regulatory programs by secretary Ann M. 
Veneman on May 24, 2001. Long before he became the under secretary, he was actively engaged in 
representing the agricultural interests of the people of Mississippi through participation in commodity 
organizations. He has held leadership positions with both the National Corn Growers and the American 
Soybean Association. More recently, he served as a state senator in Mississippi. As a senator, Hawks served 
on both the Agriculture Committee and the Environmental Committee. 
 
  

Hawks’ current role in marketing and regulatory programs is to facilitate the domestic and international 
marketing of U.S. agricultural products and ensure the health and care of animals and plants, while 
improving competiveness and the economy for the overall benefit of both consumers and American 
agriculture. He has oversight of three agencies, Agriculture Marketing Service, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, and the Grain Inspection Packers and Stockyards Administration.  
 
  

Please join under secretary Hawks in Chicago. 
 
  

Place: Hilton Chicago Hotel Erie Room 720 South Michigan Ave. 
 
  

Date: December 5, 2001 
 
  

Time: 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
 
  

Contact: Mr. Steve Tanner (321) 922-4400 Hilton Chicago Hotel, ask for Mr. Tanner 
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