
GIPSA Announces New Feed Weighing Regulations 
 
  

Washington, DC (April 5, 2000) -- The USDA Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards Administration 
(GIPSA) today announced new feed weighing regulations under the Packers and Stockyards Act. The 
regulations, which are intended assure livestock and poultry growers that feed weight is accurately or 
reasonably determined, will go into effect on May 5, 2000. 
 
  

The new regulations will help ensure that feed weight is properly documented whenever it affects payment 
or settlement to livestock and poultry growers. This regulation applies when livestock or poultry is produced 
under a contract growing arrangement. 
 
  

The regulations address contract poultry growers? concerns that integrators use their dominant positions to 
impose unfair or unjust discriminatory terms or conditions upon them. A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
appeared in the April 2, 1999 Federal Register that solicited comments on the proposed regulations. 
 
  

"The new regulations provide a measure of integrity and credibility to growers and companies to ensure 
accurate feed weights," commented GIPSA administrator James R. Baker. 
 
  

"They also provide a measure of confidence for growers," said Michael V. Dunn, USDA under secretary for 
Marketing and Regulatory Programs. "The regulations," he added, "are part of USDA?s continuing effort to 
address the special needs of family farmers on contract issues." 
 
  

The regulations were published in today's Federal Register. 
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