
Court Order Restrains Virginia Livestock Dealer From Engaging In Business 
 
  

Washington, DC (March 27, 2000) -- The USDA Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards today announced 
that it has obtained a preliminary injunction restraining Joseph E. Furr Livestock, Inc., and owner Joseph E. 
Furr, Staunton, Virginia, from engaging in business as a dealer or market agency under the Packers and 
Stockyards Act of 1921, as amended. The injunction further restrains the defendants from failing to pay for 
livestock, failing to pay, when due, for livestock, and from issuing insufficient funds checks in purported 
payment for livestock. The order was issued March 24, 2000, by the U.S. District Court for the Western 
District of Virginia in Harrisonburg. 
 
  

USDA sought the preliminary injunction to obtain relief until a pending complaint under the Packers and 
Stockyards Act is issued and a final decision is reached. USDA's complaint also sought injunctive relief to 
enforce a final order of the Secretary of Agriculture filed in 1993. The 1993 order requires Furr Livestock to 
cease and desist from engaging in business as a dealer or market agency while insolvent, that is, while its 
current liabilities exceed its current assets. 
 
  

In issuing the preliminary injunction, the Court found that "Notwithstanding ? the final order of the 
Secretary, Defendants have continued to engage in business ? and their actions pose a serious and 
immediate risk of irreparable harm to livestock sellers and others in the livestock industry." 
 
  

The Packers and Stockyards Act is a fair trade practice and payment protection law that is designed to 
prevent unfair and deceptive practices in the marketing of livestock, meat and poultry. 
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