
GIPSA Issues Updated Hard Red Spring Wheat Protein Calibration 
 
  
WASHINGTON, DC (July 29, 1999) -- The USDA Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards 
Administration today issued an updated Hard Red Spring wheat protein calibration for official 
near-infrared transmittance (NIRT) instruments. The new calibration will be effective July 31, 
1999. 
 
  
FGIS performs annual reviews of wheat protein calibrations to measure the performance of 
NIRT instruments compared to the standard reference method, Combustion Nitrogen Analyzer. 
This change is will more closely align official HRS wheat NIRT protein results with the standard 
reference method and is expected to improve the accuracy of official protein measurements for 
HRS wheat. 
 
  
The existing HRS wheat protein calibration was developed in 1993 and included samples from 
the 1988 to 1993 crop years. The new calibration includes all the samples from the existing 
calibration as well as samples from the 1994 to 1998 crop years to better reflect current HRS 
varieties and growing conditions. The calibration improves agreement with the reference method 
across the full range of protein. 
 
  
According to GIPSA administrator James R. Baker, periodic calibration updates and adjustments 
provide the grain industry with the best possible information from which to determine end-
product yield and quality of grain. 
 
  
Information contact: David Orr, Field Management Division, 202-720-0228. 
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