
GIPSA SOLICITS COMMENTS ON PROTEIN CERTIFICATION CHANGES 
 
  
WASHINGTON, D.C. (October 1, 1998) -- USDA's Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards 
Administration (GIPSA) has announced that it is soliciting comments on its proposal to certify 
wheat protein content results on any specified moisture basis requested by applicants, in addition 
to certifying results on the current 12.0 percent moisture basis.  
 
  
GIPSA believes the change, which was requested by importers of U.S. wheat, would provide 
sufficient information on the inspection certificate to facilitate the marketing of wheat. Although 
this certification option addresses an export market need, GIPSA also believes this option could 
be used for domestic movements. This would be especially true in situations when an exporter is 
originating wheat to fulfill an export contract that requires a moisture basis other than 12.0 
percent. Therefore, this certification option would be available from GIPSA field offices, 
delegated States, and designated agencies.  
 
  
According to GIPSA administrator Jim R. Baker, the Agency is considering this change because 
current policy may not be fully facilitating the marketing of export wheat. He added, further, that 
adopting this action will allow the Agency and the grain industry the greatest flexibility in 
certifying wheat protein. Results would be reported on any specified moisture basis requested by 
the applicant, in addition to the current 12.0 percent moisture basis.  
 
  
Written comments must be submitted on or before December 1, 1998, to Sharon Vassiliades at 
GIPSA, USDA, STOP 3649, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C., 20250-3649; 
FAX (202) 720-4628; or E-mail svassili@gipsadc.usda.gov. All comments received will be 
made available for public inspection at the above address during regular business hours (8:00 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m.)  
 
  
The notice announcing GIPSA's proposal to change its protein certification procedures was 
published in the October 1, 1998, Federal Register. This proposal also can be viewed on the 
GIPSA Home Page located at www.usda.gov/gipsa.  
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